
worth of in-kind vision-

care services from dedi-

cated eye-care profession-

als and the Vision Service 

Plan ñSight for Studentsò 

vouchers. 

Focusing on the future of 

vision health awareness in 

Indiana, we began the 

process of developing 

new partnerships and pro-

gramsða speakers bu-

reau, corporate screening 

program, follow-up call 

center and returning 

screening sites. 

I am proud of everything 

PBI and its volunteers 

have accomplished and 

look forward to reporting 

what we will achieve in 

the years to come. 

Sight for Life, 

 

Patricia E. Szuch  

President & CEO  

Serving a full fiscal year 

as CEO has given me the 

opportunity to study 

where PBI has been, 

evaluate where we stood 

and determine how we 

can be more efficient and 

innovative with what we 

want to use in the fu-

tureðboth internally as 

an organization and exter-

nally to our community, 

volunteers and potential 

partners. 

Internally, we built our  

staff and created new 

roles to ensure screenings, 

trainings, education and 

follow-up care remain our 

key focus. 

With 80 percent of our 

operating expenses now 

going to programs, we 

have a strategic direction 

and measurable goals 

geared toward assisting, 

educating and tracking 

the eye health of our com-

munity. 

Externally, we condensed 

our service areas to refine 

our programs before 

spreading them statewide. 

Target areas now include 

Marion and contiguous 

counties, along with sev-

eral other countiesð

particularly in Northwest 

Indianaðwhere we have 

a strong volunteer base. 

PBI trained 339 new vi-

sion screeners during our 

fiscal year, ensuring we 

have adults available to 

screen children and adults 

throughout Indiana.  

Staff and volunteers 

screened 24,251 children 

and 4,177 adults, result-

ing in 6,317 vision care 

referrals for children and 

1,213 vision care referrals 

for adults.  

Our referral rates stand at 

26.04 percent for chil-

dren. Of those referred, 

PBI worked with 275 

children and 411 adults 

who were uninsured or 

underinsured to arrange 

more than $363,000 

Presidentôs report  from Patricia E. Szuch 

Report from the Chairman of the of Board of Directors ðSteve Wantz  
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Prevent Blindness Indiana provides 

links to care for individuals who do 

not pass our certified vision screen-

ings.  

Vision is one of our most treasured 

senses, yet too often it is taken for 

grantedðtoo often sight is lost need-

lessly when a simple vision screening 

could help catch vision impairments in 

children before it puts them at an un-

necessary disadvantage, as well as de-

tect eye diseases in adults so they can 

seek treatment before the damage be-

comes potentially irreversible. 

For children, 80 percent of learning is 

visual, yet one in every four school-

age children and one in 20 preschool-

age children has an undiagnosed vision 

disorder that can have a devastating 

affect on his or her learning and devel-

opment if left untreated. These chil-

dren are often the ones who end up 

falling behind or acting up in class due 

to simple inability to see the black-

board, their 

textbooks or 

the ISTEP test. 

PBI helps 

those who need 

but cannot af-

ford eye care 

with Sight for Students vouchers for an 

    (See Report on Page 3) 

Saving sight and preventing blindness since 1950  



I just wanted to make sure that I took the 

time to let you know that I am so grateful to 

you and your staff for coming to my son's 

pre-kindergarten class and conducting a 

vision screening. I was given a letter 

from Prevent Blindness Indiana that my son 

may have trouble seeing out of his left eye, 

and that I should make in appointment with 

an optometrist to rule out any concerns. 

The optometrist said he thought your 

screening was a great program and that he 

was glad the screeners caught the problem 

before my son went off to grade school. He 

recommended my son wear glasses to help strengthen 

his eyes. Now my son gets to see the world through new eyes, and I get 

the peace of mind that someone cared for my son.  ð  Sincerely, Kionde 

Brooks (mom of Future Brooks, age 5) 

A brighter future for Future Brooks é and other children  

Future Brooks received glasses after 

a vision screening at his school. 

ñé I am so grate-

ful to you and your 

staff for coming to 

my son's pre-

kindergarten class 

and conducting a 

vision screening.ò 
 - Kionde Brooks 

We just wanted to thank 

Prevent Blindness Indiana 

for discovering that our 

child was extremely far 

sighted!  He attended Ep-

worth Weekday preschool 

last year and was tested 

through your pro-

gram.  They recommended 

a follow up with the eye 

doctor and it turned out that 

he was in need of glasses. 

We thought he was falling 

asleep during story time in 

the evening because he 

was so tired. As it turns out 

he just couldn't see the pic-

tures and just gave up and 

went to sleep!  What a dif-

ference the glassed have 

made. He now enjoys color-

ing and bedtime stories! 

Thanks again and keep 

doing what you are doing. 

ðFondly, Julie Pratt 

(mom of Ethan)  

 



an eye exam and glasses. For adults, the 

number of Baby Boomers with an aging 

eye disease is expected to double by 

2030. With the increasing price tag on 

health insurance, secondary employee 

benefits such as vision coverage are of-

ten the first to go, rendering eyesight a 

luxury instead of necessity. PBI helps 

these uninsured or underinsured Hoosiers 

by providing access to our statewide net-

work of generous eye-care professionals 

who donate eye exams and/or glasses to 

those most in need. 

As a parent, spouse, child, family mem-

ber, teacher, nurse, friend, employer, 

doctor, concerned citizen or volunteer, 

you can make Sight for Life a priority by 

promoting the importance of routine eye 

exams and timely follow-up treatment. 

For information on vision health, how to 

volunteer or to contribute, visit our Web 

site at www.pbeye.org or contact us at 

(800) 232-2551. 

Sight for Life!  

 

This is our daughter, Danielle. When she was in Kin-

dergarten, I had no idea she was having trouble see-

ing. Then one day they had eye screening for her 

class. I got a note stating she needed further evalua-

tion at an eye doctor. The note sent to me told me if I 

needed help to pay for appointment, that they could 

help. Not only did I qualify for help, they paid for the 

doctorôs appointment and also the glasses she needs 

to wear.  

Danielle is near-sighted but so she didnôt have to take 

her glasses off so she could read, her glasses also 

have bifocals.  

By the way, Danielle has received a great report card every year. She is 

an A and B student. I do appreciate the help because if it wasnôt there, I would-

nôt know how to pay for her eye appointments and her glasses. So THANK 

YOU for your assistance! -  Sincerely, Rebecca Roush (mom of Danielle, 7) 

Danielle received 

glasses after a 

screening at school.  

REPORT (Continued from Page 1) 

Steven L. Wantz 

Chairman, Board of Directors  

How PBIôs Seeing is Achieving program changes lives é  



Phone: 317-815-9943 

Fax: 317-815-9952 

E-mail: info@pbeye.org 
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Prevent Blindness Indiana Board of Directors  

Dymisha Adamson, Managed Health Services 

Margaret Sheridan-Bannister, F.C. Tucker Company, Inc. 

Wendy Boyle, Boyle and Associates 

Bill Brooks, Indianapolis Colts  

Linda E. Cantor, J.D., Indiana University Medical Center 

Jennifer Davee, Deloitte  

Marianne Glick, Glick Training Associates 

Brett Henry, J.D., Krieg DeVault, LLP 

Sue Hetherington, Retired PBI Executive Director,   

 Community Leader 

David S. Johnson, C.P.A., Cummins 

Edwin Marshall, O.D., IU School of Optometry 

Jeff Perotti, O.D., IU School of Optometry 

Melanie Pickett, O.D., IU Eye at Carmel 

Erin Pipkin, Borshoff Johnson 

William Pitts, Retired Director, United Way/GM 

Marianne Price, Ph.D., Price Vision Group & Cornea Research 

Foundation of America 

Gregory Purvis, J.D., CLU, ChF. American United Life 

John Schilling,  Eli Lilly & Co.  

Brad Sutton, O.D., Indianapolis Eye Care Center 

Steven L. Wantz, Clarian Health 

Daniel Whipple, M.D., P.C., Private Practice of Daniel Whipple, 

M.D. 

Kimberly Williams, MBA, Association Management Plus, LLC 

 

70 E. 91st St. Suite 204 

Indianapolis IN 46240 

PREVENT BLINDNESS INDIANA DONORS   
This donor list includes new gifts and pledges made between 
April 1, 2007 - March 31, 2008 
WARD SOCIETY 

Guardians of Vision ($100,000 and above) 

Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust 

WARD SOCIETY 

Advocates for Sight ($25,000 - $49,999) 

Clarian Health Partners 

Marion County Health Department 

St. Vincent Hospital & Health Care Centers 

Insightfuls ($10,000 - $24,999) 

Allergan 

Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation, Inc. 

Anonymous Foundation 

Bertha E. Tinsley Charitable Trust 

Centers for Disease Control 

Indiana University Department of Ophthalmology 

National Eye Institute 

People of Vision Auxiliary 

HETHERINGTON SOCIETY 

View Finders ($5,000 - $9,999) 

Brightpoint, Inc. 

Crosser Family Foundation 

Garcia Construction Group, Inc. 

Marianne Glick 

Hoover Family Foundation 

Indiana University / School of Medicine / School of Optometry 

Monarch Beverage Charitable Fund 

National City (Institutional Trust) 

Sight Savers ($2,500 - $4,999) 

Archie M. Koon Memorial Endowment 

Jump Start 

Sue Hetherington 

Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr. Memorial Foundation, Inc. 

Patricia Szuch 

Eye Openers ($1,000 - $2,499) 

Ms. Wendy Boyle 

Dr. Louis & Mrs. Linda Cantor 

Jennifer Davee, C.P.A. 

Suzanne Earnhart 

Eugene and Marilyn Glick Family Foundation 

Fifth Third Bank 

Vicki K. Hermansen 

Lions Club of Indianapolis, Inc. 

Edwin C. Marshall, O.D. 

Moore Foundation, Inc. 

Steve Nagy 

Jeffrey D. Perotti, O.D. 

Melanie A. Pickett, O.D. 

William Pitts 

Lisa & Larry Sablosky 

Schuckit & Associates, PC 

Stanley H. Byram Trust 

Daniel Whipple, M.D. 

Margaret J. Krauss 

Debbie & Dave Wietfeldt 

Ellen & Fred Boso 

Matching Gift Companies  

The Glick Fund, a fund of the Central Indiana Community Foundation 

For a complete list of donors, please visit www.pbeye.org 


