
Gift of Vision Program  
Brings Eye Care to Hoosiers 
 Who Need Glasses, Exams 
Originally tagged Donate A Day, the Gift  of Vision 
program in Indiana has expanded to include the Sight 
for Students as well as assistance to adults.  The Sight 
for Students component provided eye care and glasses 
for 271 children in Indiana during November and De-
cember of 2005. 

This Sight for Students program, a charitable giving 
effort of Vision Service Plan (VSP), the nation’s largest 
vision insurance company, provides free eye exams and 
glasses to low income families. 

After failing a vision screening by one of Prevent 
Blindness Indiana’s certified volunteer vision screen-
ers, students who qualify receive a voucher and a list of 
participating doctors.  They take the voucher to the 
doctor and receive a free eye exam. 

A student qualifies for this program if their family 
meets the low income standards, does not have vision 
insurance, is not eligible for Medicaid or other public 
assistance, parent is U.S. citizen or documented immi-
grant with a social security number, and has not used 
the program during the past year. 

Under the Donate A Day component of Gift of Vision,  
194 adults have been given free eye care by generous 
ophthalmologists and optometrists in the past two 
months.  Appointments are arranged by Gift of Vision 
Coordinator Marilyn Smith.  Criteria is similar to that 
for children. 

Since November, the Gift of Vision program has served 
Hoosiers in 64 communities from Auburn to Versailles, 
Richmond to Terre Haute. 

 

         Prevent Blindness Indiana Welcomes New CEO 
Pat Szuch Named to Head Agency 

On January 16, 2006, the Board of Directors and Staff of Prevent 

Blindness Indiana welcomed Pat Szuch as the new President/CEO of 

Prevent Blindness Indiana. 

An experience development officer, Pat Szuch comes to PBI from 

the St. Vincent Hospital Foundation where she was Director of Ma-

jor Gifts.  Previous experience also includes work on the Capital 

Campaign for the Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library Foun-

dation, Indianapolis Center for Advanced Research, and at Fairbanks 

Hospital.  For ten years she was Director of Development for Ball 

State University, working in communications, strategic fundraising, 

plan development, and volunteer management and stewardship. 

In announcing the appointment of Pat Szuch, Scott Sorensen, Chair-

man of the Board, commended the volunteer search committee who 

personally interviewed 10 of the 50 applicants for the position.  “She 

is the best of the very well qualified “final four” and will be an out-

standing fit with our board and staff..  Her leadership will help Pre-

vent Blindness Indiana grow and serve more Hoosiers and initiate 

new programs.” 

When asked what attracted her to this organization, Pat said, “The  

Mission—it is very simple and clearly stated:  Prevent Blindness; 

Save Sight”   She is the tenth chief executive of the Hoosier state 
affiliate of Prevent Blindness America in its sixty year history of 

sight saving work in Indiana. 

Since the departure of John Wagner for Maryland where he is work-

ing with PBA-Virginia and the resignation of Maureen Golden in 

September, long-time executive director Sue Hetherington has been 

Interim CEO. 

Coming Soon—Membership Opportunities 
Join the Battle Against Blindness; Receive 
Eye/Med Vision Care Discount Card 
A Membership Contribution mailing, sent from Prevent Blindness 

America, should be arriving in your mail box any day now.  PBI 

utilizes the facilities of the national organization in sending direct 

mail appeals since there is considerable cost savings in doing so.  

Your contributions come directly to the Indiana office, and the gift—

Eye/Med Vision Care card, a discount card, and Prevent Blindness 

America News will be sent to Hoosier contributors of  $25 or more.  

Your  membership card will be in the mailing.  Prevent Blindness 

Indiana appreciates your membership gifts.  They help save sight in 

Indiana. 
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Pat Szuch welcomed by Scott Sorensen 



WAL-MART & SAM’S CLUB FALL 2005 
PBI FUNDRAISER A HUGE SUCCESS  
 
�Wal-Mart Vision Centers and Sam’s Club Optical Centers 
teamed up with Prevent Blindness Indiana to raise funds to 
support our sight-saving programs.  2005 marks the third year 
that Indiana Wal-Mart and Sam’s Clubs have chosen Prevent 
Blindness America and their affiliates as their premier charity 
for the profits from their ten-year tradition of Back to School 
fundraising events.    

“Light the Night For Sight” Walkathon Sponsors 

Marion and Fishers stores 
raised over $10,000 at 
their combined golf 
scramble PBI fundraiser 
with 140 golfers playing 
to support Prevent Blind-
ness Indiana.  Muncie 
raised $4200 to help chil-
dren see. 

A Special Thank You to Major Gift Donors 
From the Corporate and Foundation World 

Anthem/WellPoint Foundation 

Bertha Tinsley Trust 

Bridgestone/Firestone Foundation 

Broad Ripple Sertoma Club 

Delta Gamma Alumnae, Indianapolis Chapter 

Delta Gamma Sorority-Purdue University 

Eli Lilly and Company 

Eugene & Marilyn Glick Foundation 

Fox 59/WB4/McCormick Foundation 

Hoover Family Foundation 

Indiana Optometric Association, Inc. 

IU Eye Care Inc. 

Kiwanis Club of Indianapolis 

Lions Clubs of Indiana 

MARC USA 

Mel & Bren Simon Charitable Foundation 

National Salvage Company 

Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. Memorial Foundation 

Pacer’s Foundation 

Prevent Blindness America 

Qdoba Restaurants 

Richard M. Fairbanks Foundation 

Ruth Lilly Trust 

SBC Foundation Excelerator Grant 

Stanley H. Byram Trust 

Last Year Jimmy Guilford Organized a Sunday Concert at Country Club �
“Here’s Looking at You”; a musical “Toast” to Prevent Blindness Indiana by nationally acclaimed entertainer Jimmy Guilford on 
April 24th, 2005, opened PBI’s fund raiser year.  Jimmy, who has glaucoma, is a longtime patient of PBI supporter Dr. Lou Can-
tor who had an idea to help save sight.  He organized a cabaret-style show and asked his musician friends to help him raise 
money for Prevent Blindness Indiana.  Jimmy sang the crowd through the last 100 years by way of popular songs, with every 
song chosen with a vision/eye theme in mind (On a Clear Day You Can See Forever, Goodnight, Irene).  It was a most enjoyable 
family Sunday afternoon for all who attended, and Jimmy did reach his goal of helping PBI have more resources to carry out our 
mission.  Thank you, Jimmy!!!  And thanks, too, to People of Vision volunteer Jan Krukemeier for making arrangements at Me-
ridian Hills. 

A $60,000 Grant from Fox59/WB4 
Helps Children’s Vision Screening 

American Foundation for Vision               

      Awareness—Indiana Chapter                                    

Allergan                                              

Charity for Children  

Clarian Health Partners 

Costco 

Donald Wilson, M.D. 

Fox59/WB4 

Gerald Keener, M.D. 

Indianapolis Downtown Lions   

Indianapolis Indians 

Marianne Glick 

Marsh Supermarkets 

Midwest Eye Institute 

MS Woods 

National City Bank 

Novartis 

People of Vision 

Region’s Bank 

Richmond Lions 

R. W. Armstrong 

Sam’s Club 

Walgreens 

Wal-Mart 

The various Wal-Mart events, in Indiana, including a bar-b-
cue, raised $50,310.  Thanks to all who participated. 

WHEELS FOR SIGHT 

Lost your driver’s license, time for Grandpa to quit driving? Or do you just want a new car?  Whatever the reason, Prevent Blind-
ness Indiana will be pleased to have your old one Call 317-955-9580 ext 10 to make arrangements for your tax-deductible gift. 

Carol Schuster Strom Memorial From POV 
PEOPLE OF VISION and 
Delta Gamma members joined 
to memorialize Carol Schuster 
Strom who died unexpectedly 
last March.  The $4,000 SiFi-
Mav vision screening equip-
ment displayed here by Marga-
ret Knauss, president-elect, and 
Marianne Glick, POV presi-
dent, will help PBI to vision 
screen children. 



Eyes on Capitol Hill 
Set for March 7- 9 
 

Vision health and eye care have been  
overlooked too long, and PBA is doing 
something to call attention to the needs 
of public policy and adequate funding for 
sight saving initiatives. 

Invited to attend the program to let peo-
ple with chronic eye conditions speak out 
about the importance of vision health 
care and research are a couple of  Hoo-
siers:  Jimmy Guilford and Sue Hether-
ington.  Others who have indicated an 
interest include K.P. McClanahan, Mark 
Rothemel, Kevin McCarty, and Elizabeth 
Benish.  Check the web for more infor-
mation. 

Keep PBEYE in Sight 
 If you have not checked the new Web 
Site, log on to www.pbeye.org and see 
all the program and events happening 
around the state.  Also you can link to 
Prevent Blindness America and find out 
what other affiliates across the county are 
doing. 

In addition, there is information about 
eye health and safety.  You can see pic-
tures of how people see things when they 
have different eye problems.  Prevent 
Blindness Indiana plans to up-date the 
information weekly, so you will want to 
check back regularly. 

We get cards and letters 

Mission to Mexico 
Jack Salsbery, Prevent Blindness Indiana 
State Vision Screening Coordinator, and 
his wife Denise are among a group of 
Indiana Lions going to Mexico in Febru-
ary to vision screen and provide eye care 
to 20,000 pre-registered individuals. 

All of the Lions going on this mission 
have been trained by PBI in the past two 
years, and many are active vision screen-
ers in Indiana communities. 

Based on past missions, 95% to 97% of 
those screened with the “E” chart and 
Auto refractors will need glasses. PBI is  
pleased to have Indiana Lions as a Part-
ner in Prevention of Blindness.  
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Volunteers Provide 
Vision Screenings 
State Program Director Tom Flack re-
ports 18,625 Hoosiers have been 
screened and reports on each are avail-
able.  The table below shows the break-
down by age category.  Screenings take 
place throughout the state. 

Our Newest Screeners 
Certified by PBI 
The following volunteers have recently re-
ceived training and are Certified Vision 
Screeners.  Prevent Blindness welcomes 
them. 

From Bloomington: Valena Fiscus, Ches-
terton:  Chuck Temple, Crown Point: Tom 
and Judy Hansen, E Chicago: Anita Ruiz, 
Fairland:  Jim Stein, Jerome Youngur II, 
Fountaintown:  Denna Hendricks, Grif-
fith:  Isabel Ochoa, Rod Mauch, Highland:  
Daniel Tkacz, Indianapolis:  George 
Bultman, Doug Burdine, Lori Carpenter, 
Mary Wilson, Carol Ragsdale, Louisville:  
Erin Hoben, Marshall:  Kimberly Pearman, 
New Palestine:  Joe Linville, Valparaiso:  
Karen Behrend, Linda Berner, Pam Burrus, 
Julie Charlson, Nancy Corsbie, Donna 
Demko, Julie Douglas, Marcy Ennes, Con-
nie Jeha, Lindsay Knauff, Jane Lynch, 
Kathy McMillan, Debbie Miller, Nicole 
Rossmann, Jan Stump, Cathy Tursman, C. 
Duke Kalina, Samuel Reisinger, Jodie Pel-
ler, Nancy Kickbush, Nancy Urschel, Kathy 
Welter, Nancy Cook, Winamac:  Connie 
Roe, Kevin Roe 

You can help Prevent Blindness Indiana by volunteering and contributing. 



603 E. Washington St, Ste 502  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2690 
 
Phone:  317-955-9580 
Fax:      317-955-9583 
Web:     www.pbeye.org 
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Eye Ball Honors People of Vision 

Past Presidents of People of Vision auxiliary were recog-
nized for their community service at the 2005 Eye Ball at 
Meridian Hills CC.  Pictured are  Sandy O’Bremskey, 
Helen Whipple, Marlene Hatch, Anne Schuster, Shery 
Babladelis, Marilyn Glick, Margaret Riser, Janet Barb, 
Carol Wainscott, Maxie Schnicke, Jackie Kalsback, 
Anne McDaniel, and Jan Krukemeier  

Thanks to Title Sponsor Eli Lilly and Company, 

Sponsors:  Clarian Health Partners,  

    Lilly Ruboxistaurin Team 

                  National City Bank 

And all who contributed to the Silent Auction.  The 
event raised $37,426 to fund PBI. 
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January is Glaucoma Awareness Month 
 

GLAUCOMA STEALS SIGHT 

Glaucoma, the sneak thief of sight, slowly steals away vision, 
many times without the patient realizing it.  Unfortunately, 
once symptoms are detected, the effectiveness of treatment 
diminishes.  Vision lost can’t be restored.  Regular professional 
eye examinations are one of the best ways to keep your eyes 
healthy and to check for glaucoma before the thief steals your 
sight. Some of  the risk factors for glaucoma include:   

 Family History 

 Nearsightedness 

 Eye Injury or Surgery 

 Steroid Medications 

 Race 

 

According to the National Eye Institute, glaucoma is five times 
more likely to occur in blacks than in whites and blacks and are 
four times more likely to go blind from it.   Hispanics are more 
likely to develop glaucoma after age 60 than any other group.  
For more information about glaucoma and other eye health and 
safety issues, please check our website at www.pbeye.org. 

 There is also a link to Prevent Blindness America and other 
affiliates.  This communications link will help you stay in 
touch and receive the latest information. 


