
MOST HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS TO CHILDREN’S EYES

In 2002 thousands of children 14 and younger suffered serious eye injuries, including blindness, from
products. Many of these injuries were caused by toys, common household products, and sports 
activities. The following are the 20 categories causing the most eye injuries in children. Children ages
0-14 are included in statistics.
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PRODUCT CATEGORY

1.    Toys (excluding Bicycles and Guns)
2.    Pens and Pencils
3.    Baseball and Softball 
4.    Water and Pool Activities
5.    Adhesives
6.    Guns (Air, Spring, BB)
7.    General Purpose Household Cleaners
8.    Furniture (Sofas, Beds, Tables)
9.    Basketball
10.  Flatware and Table Settings
11.  Bleaches (Noncosmetic)
12.  Cigarettes, Cigars, Pipes, Lighters
13.  Grooming, Cosmetics (Hair Care, Makeup)
14.  Paper and Cardboard Products
15.  Gasoline and Gas Cans
16.  Desk Supplies
17.  Chemicals (Unspecified)
18.  Bathroom-related (Fixtures, Soap)
19.  Bicycles
20.  Manual Hand Tools (Screwdrivers, Hammers, etc.)

ESTIMATED INJURIES
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Table source: Prevent Blindness America. Based on statistics provided by the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission, Directorate for Epidemiology; National Injury
Information Clearinghouse; National Electronic Injury Surveillance System (NEISS). 
Product Summary Report—Eye Injuries Only—Calendar Year 2002. NEISS data and 
estimates are based on injuries treated in hospital emergency rooms that patients say are
related to products. Therefore, it is incorrect when using NEISS data to say the injuries 
were caused by the product.

This publication is copyrighted. This sheet may be reproduced—unaltered in hard print (photocopied) for educational purposes
only. The Prevent Blindness America name, logo, telephone number and copyright information may not be omitted. Electronic
reproduction, other reprint, excerption or use is not permitted without written consent. Because of the time-sensitive nature of the
information contained in this publication, use after 10/05 is not recommended. Contact Prevent Blindness America for updates.

MK04 © 2004 Prevent Blindness America.   All rights reserved.


